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Abstract: 

Atmospheres have become a significant conceptual and empirical device across several 

areas of Human Geography (e.g. Anderson 2009; Hitchen 2019; Edensor 2012) and beyond 

(e.g. Sumartojo and Pink 2018). Atmospheres have been taken to be a ‘fundamental aspect 

of the human experience of the world’ (Bille et al. 2015), and have generally been used to 

think about collective feelings such as happiness (Ahmed 2010), hope (Anderson 2006), and 

depression (Cvetkovich 2012); qualities of environmental immersion in relation to sensing 

bodies (McCormack 2003); and the kinds of ubiquitous and exceptional backgrounds that 

against which life is variously lived and organized (Anderson and Ash 2015). More 

specifically, this work has interrogated the staging of atmospheres towards particular social 

and cultural ends (Bille et al. 2015), for example, authors have investigated the feel of 

austerity policies and politics and how it is registered by individual and collective bodies 

(Hitchen 2019), along with the operation of particular narratives and the enaction of power 

relations in pedagogical spaces (Finn 2016).   

 

This session seeks to explore the value of thinking and seeing through atmospheres in 

relation to questions of health. Some atmospheric work already exists in Health 

Geographies, connected to non-representational and posthuman theoretical integration into 

the sub-discipline (for a full review see Andrews 2018). For instance, authors have thought 

through atmospheres of care (Smith 2019); atmospheres of recovery (Duff 2016); 

therapeutic affect in care farming (Gorman 2017); and ‘creating the right vibe’ through the 

production of therapeutic spaces (Andrews, Evans, and McAlister 2013), to name a few. We 

seek to invite papers that bring atmospheres and the atmospheric into conversation with 

health, and further the cross-fertilisation between Cultural Geography and Health 

Geography. We invite contributions that might encompass (but are not restricted to) some of 

the following themes: 

  

● Normative aspects of ‘healthy’ and ‘unhealthy’ atmospheres  

● The work involved in shaping atmospheres and the consequences of this work  

● Power relations, atmospheres and health  



● The ways that atmospheres and health intersect with particular socio-material and 

historical circumstances and assemblages 

● The lived, felt and embodied experiences of contemporary atmospheres in relation to 

health 

● Methodological challenges and advancements related to researching health through 

atmospheres  

● Appraching (human) ill health/health without starting from the human 

● Everyday atmospheres of health/ill health  

● Designed and produced atmospheres and health  

● The relationship between atmospheres and meanings in the context of health   

● Additional models of atmospheres (energies and affects) which emerge from beyond 

Western models  

● Atmospheres, socialities and health  

● Atmospheres, the future and health practices   
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