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The relational approach has been key in advancing alternate understandings of how people 
and institutions encounter and shape their likely ‘contact points’ within the assemblages 
they occupy. A recent paper in Progress in Human Geography, 'The Relational Geographies 
of the Voluntary Sector: Disentangling the Ballast of Strangers' (by DeVerteuil, Power and 
Trudeau) has sought to update Fyfe and Milligan’s (2003) earlier touchstone on the sector 
by examining it as a series of far-flung and proximate entanglements, relationships and 
encounters both spatial and social. It focuses on the relations between the voluntary sector 
and the (shadow) state, internal spaces of client interaction, and external spaces within 
urban health contexts. People’s ‘contact points’ are understood as a melding of their 
relative position of power and how (much) they are inclined to engage reflexively with wider 
social and spatial mediating factors and discourses that shape other people’s contact points 
in the sector. In the paper, the authors argued that a more fluid, reflexive understanding of 
the voluntary sector as mediator rather than conduit can help to better capture people’s 
journeys in and through the various spaces ‘captured’ by its activities.  
 
The sense of obligatory dependencies and symbiosis between the voluntary sector and its 
clients can enable new avenues of research. In this respect, we would encourage further 
geographical work that critically engages with the relational plurality of voluntary sector 
geographies, including but not limited to: 
  

• moving beyond the largely Anglo-Saxon perspective to encompass other regions, 
especially the Global South and the Global East 

• moving beyond the largely urban tendency to include the suburban and the rural 
• moving beyond the largely institutional and political economy approaches to 

embrace a more developmental, feminist and health engagement 
  
Anticipated Format: This session will include 4-5 presentations with time for discussion between 
speakers and session participants. 
  
Submission Details: Please email submissions to Andrew Power (a.power@soton.ac.uk), including 
paper title (max 15 words) and abstract (max 300 words), name(s) and affiliation(s) by 7th of 
February. 
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