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Session Title: Remote controlled care in homes: critical reflections on healthcare technologies 

Research Group Sponsor: Geographies of Health and Wellbeing Research Group 

Call for Papers: 

The desire for efficient solutions that encourage greater patient independence and cost-savings for 

public health (Kong & Woods 2018), has resulted in ‘shifting landscapes of care provision’ (Power & 

Hall 2018:308). Digitalisation offers an ageing-in-place/ageing-at-home ‘solution’, specifically 

through home-based healthcare technology; this includes numerous eHealth services such as 

telehealth/care, occupancy sensors, and heat alarms which are all largely monitored or endorsed by 

public sector organisations. The use of new, affordable, consumer devices such as Hive, Alexa, 

Google Home etc., to aid informal caring practices (e.g. caring for an ageing parent from afar) are a 

further iteration of this healthcare technology trend. Although increasingly observed in practice, the 

use of consumer devices appropriated for healthcare purposes has not yet been the subject of 

rigorous research. There are potentially significant implications, not least new regimes of 

observability and accountability and how these may alter social relationships. Indeed, there is a need 

to better understand how people can use technology in the places where they live (Kipeläinen and 

Seppänen, 2014), including rural and remote areas, how wellbeing arises in these new contexts, and 

its dynamic, co-constitutive relationship with technology-mediated caring practices. 

In this session we therefore welcome empirical and/or theoretical papers that critically reflect upon 

the relationality of healthcare technology in homes. We are particularly interested in exploring the 

following questions: 

- How is the public/private border challenged by these new technology-mediated caring 

practices?  

- To what extent do these new technologies and new contexts of monitoring aid informal 

caring and wellbeing?  

- How do these new technologies affect existing social ties and relational ways of living/ 

ageing? 

- What research methods are most appropriate for sensitive, often interpersonal, studies of 

these phenomena? 

Anticipated Format: This session will include 4-5 presentations with time for discussion between 

speakers and session participants. 

Submission Details: Please email submissions to Louise Reid (lar9@st-andrews.ac.uk), including 

paper title (max 15 words) and abstract (max 300 words), name(s) and affiliation(s) by 7th of 

February. 

Session organisers: Rachel Creaney1,2, Margaret Currie1, Louise Reid2 
1 Social, Economic and Geographical Sciences, James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen 
2 School of Geography and Sustainable Development, University of St Andrews  
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